SUN BOWL
FLORIDA ST VS ARIZONA ST

EL Paso, Texas -- With each team missing its standout rusher, de-
fense dominated at Tuesday’s Sun Bowl. Hardly pretty, but hardly
a concern for Arizona State coach Herm Edwards.

“Obviously it was a game not pleasing to the eye,” he said.

Willie Harts returned an interception 25 yards for a touchdown
in the fourth quarter to lead Arizona State to a 20-14 victory
against Florida State. Harts, a freshman cornerback, halted a 14-0
surge by Florida State (6-7) and helped the Sun Devils (8-5) hang
on for their fourth Sun Bowl victory, despite not scoring an of-
fensive touchdown.

“Our D was on fire tonight,” Harts added. “It just shows the poten-
tial for our defense.”

James Blackman threw a 91-yard touchdown pass, the longest pass
play in Sun Bowl history, to Tamorrion Terry to give Florida State
its first lead, 14-9, in the third quarter. The Seminoles trailed
9-0 at halftime.

Cristian Zendejas kicked a Sun Bowl record-tying four field goals
for Arizona State, including a 34-yarder in the fourth quarter to
cut the FSU lead to 14-12.

Blackman’s fourth interception of the game was returned by Harts
to put the Sun Devils ahead for good with 10:06 left in the fourth.

“When you get six turnovers,
Edwards said.

you should probably win the game,”

Jayden Daniels was named the game’s MVP after going 12-for-28
passing for 198 yards to lead the Sun Devils. He also ran 36 yards
and a 2-point conversion.

The first half was a comedy of errors for both offenses as the de-
fenses stepped up in the absence of the teams’ star rushers. Eno
Benjamin of ASU and Cam Akers of FSU both sat out to protect their
NFL draft stock.

Florida State turned the ball over three times (two interceptions
and a fumble) and had a field goal blocked, while Arizona State
lost two fumbles.

“The guys played hard,” FSU interim coach Odell Haggins said. “We
made a few mistakes. We’ve got to keep creating great habits. We
turned the ball over ... we can play better. We are going to play
better.”

Cornerback Stanford Samuels also sat out for the Seminoles,

Florida State played redshirt freshman Deonte Sheffield at run-
ning back, who finished with 87 yards on 18 carries. Arizona State
had freshman Demetrious Flowers and sophomore A.J. Carter handle
rushing duties.

Blackman finished 14 of 26 for 244 yards, with one TD.
nine catches for 165 yards.

Terry had

“I didn’t perform at the level my teammates needed me to perform,”
Blackman said.

Arizona State was down three defensive
starters -- safety Cam Phillips didn’t dress, while cornerbacks
Jack Jones and Chase Lucas suffered injuries during the game. Sun
Devils defensive lineman Jermayne Lole also missed a chunk of
second half.

By the end of the game,

THE TAKEAWAY

Florida State: Posted consecutive losing seasons for the first time
since 1973-76, which was Bobby Bowden'’s first year as Seminoles
coach. Florida State now transitions to coach Mike Norvell. Willie
Taggart was fired in November and Odell Haggins held things down
as interim coach.

Arizona State: Wide receiver Brandon Aiyuk chose not to play. Ai-
yuk finished eighth in the nation in receiving yards.

FLAKY BEHAVIOR

Edwards was involved in an unusual celebration after winning the
Tony the Tiger Sun Bowl -- a bucket full of Frosted Flakes dumped
over his head.
“That’s new,” he said. “And that helps, that’s not cold.
need some milk and I’'1ll be fine.”

I just

I'M OUT

Arizona State linebacker Tyler Johnson had a fumble recovery late
in the fourth quarter to end Florida State’s final threat. After
the game, the sophomore announced he was retiring from football
because of injuries.

Final 1
FSU 0
ASU 3

Scoring Summary
FIRST QUARTER

ASU FG 3:57
Christian Zendejas
4 plays, -9 yards,
SECOND QUARTER
ASU FG 7:58
Christian Zendejas
8 plays, 84 yards,
ASU FG 4:33
Christian Zendejas
7 plays, 44 yards,
THIRD QUARTER

FSU TD 3:17

2:00

3:37

2:03

40 Yd Field Goal

26 Yd Field Goal

24 Yd Field Goal

Ontaria Wilson 3 Yd Run (Ricky Aguayo Kick)

11 plays, 91 yards, 3:46

FSU TD 1:04

Tamorrion Terry 91 Yd pass from James Blackman

1 play, 91 yards, 0:13
FOURTH QUARTER

ASU FG 12:02

Christian Zendejas 34 Yd Field Goal

12 plays, 59 yards, 4:02

ASU TD 10:06

Willie Harts 25 Yd Interception Return (Jayden

Point Conversion)
4 plays, 17 yards, 1:56
Team Stats

First Downs

Passes for First
Rushes for First
Penalties for First
Third Down Efficiency
Fourth Down Efficiency
Total Yards

Total Plays

Avg Gain Per Play

Net Yards Rushing
Rushes
Yards Per
Stat Name
Net Yards
Comp-Att
Yards Per Pass
Times Sacked

Yds Lost To Sacks
Interceptions
Punts

Punt Average
Penalties

Penalty Yards
Fumbles

Fumbles Lost
Possession

Rush

Passing

Individual Stats
RUSHING

FSU

Deonte Sheffield
Jordan Travis
Treshaun Ward
Tamorrion Terry
Ontaria Wilson
Jordan Young

James Blackman
ASU

Jayden Daniels
Demetrious Flowers
A.J. Carter

Kyle Williams
Ricky Pearsall
Team

PASSING

FSU Comp
James Blackman 14
Jordan Travis 2
ASU Comp
Jayden Daniels 12
RECEIVING

FSU R
Tamorrion Terry

Keith Gavin

Jordan Travis

Jordan Young

James Blackman

Deonte Sheffield
Ontaria Wilson

ASU R
Kyle Williams

Tommy Hudson

Case Hatch

Ricky Pearsall

Frank Darby

Nolan Matthews
Geordon Porter
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470
80
5.9
224
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4.4
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16-29
8.5
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